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hey have been called the “hippie chimps®™
because they "make love not war.” The
Bonobo is as close as a being can get to a
human without actually being one, sharing
more than 98% of our DNA. Bonobos, also known as
pigmy chimps, were unknown to most of the world
until the 19305, yet, at their current rate of extinction,
they could vanish from
the wild in as little as
two years.

Found only in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo (formerly Zaire),
Bonobos dwell high
above the ground.in
treetop nests’in the
tropical forests of the
Congo Basin south of
the Congo River. For
protection they usually
sleap together in groups,
although some adult
Bonobos sleep.in pairs;
a behavior found in no other great ape species.

Bonobos share other human traits: they have unique
characteristics which identify them, and they socialize
their young by teaching Bonobo manners along with
the use of tools and how to collaborate in problem
solving. Bonobos have a silhouette that is much more
human than chimpanzee, and they are extremely
comfortable walking upright, spending as much as 20%
of the time they are on the ground walking on two feet.

In a laboratory environment researchers have had
remarkable results communicating with Bonobas
through symbols and the spoken word,

Living in mostly matriarchal *troops” (usually an
alpha male, several females and their offspring), they
are gne of the only species known to engage in sexual
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behavior for pleasure. Bonobos have been observed
to be bisexual and resolve conflicts or disputes
through sexual favors. They are known for greeting
rival groups with genital caresses and sensuous
massages, Females develop very close bonds with
other females in the troop and may use same-sex
activity to cement those relationships or to forge
alliances against
males, They have no
clearly-defined "mating
season,” and, despite
all the sexual activity,
females only give birth
to a single baby
Bonobo every few
years. Infants are
born almost helpless
and must be carried
everywhere by their
mothers for the first
two years, and stays
close to her while s/he
grows and learns the
ways of the Bonobo. Using touch to reassure and
comfort each other, they form close relationships
with other members of the troop, even after they
are grown. Males stay close to their mothers
their entire lives, while females leave the troop
when they are ready to mate and bear young.
Although Bonobos can reach their sexual
maturity at &6 to 8 years of age, the females don't
usually have their first offspring-until they are
about 12 years old.

Classified as Pan Paniscus, Bonobos have been
skudied in the wild since the mid-1970s, despite
being known for hundreds, if not thousands of
years to indigenous people, who have many
legends about how Bonobos and man were

RO. BOX 16637 © BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90209 & T 310.274.3169 © F 310.274.7705 © www.WHWF.org




WILLLIAM
N HOLDEN B
wildlife §
Foundation

Post Gfﬁce Box 16-63?
Beverly Hills, CA 90209

Dear Friends,

As we head toward our holiday season we at the foundation wish
to thank all of you who have so generously given to keep us afloat
during these difficult times. I would like to single out the enormous
generosity of my “girls” from my online fan base, and all of those
whose donations have made possible the construction of the Julie
Powers Memorial Library named for my Mother.

As I have traveled around the U.S. and in the U.K. promoting my
memoir One From the Hart, we have gained many new supporters
as members of the foundation and I welcome you and thank you
for your commitment.

I hope you will-enjoy the articles in this newsletter which have
been carefully researched by myself and Donna Wade, who
designs and puts our newsletters together. Thank you, Donna.

And as we come near the end of a tumultuous year for many
of us, L'wish you better times and hopes for the New Year.

Regards,

Stefanie Powers
President



Editor's Note: After visiting the Education Center, students are asked to write essays about what they
learned during their visit. Here, in their own words, are some of their observations, presented so that you,
our denors and friends, may hear directly from those who benefit from WHWF's educational program.

Submitted by the students of Saint Mary's Sportview Academy on April 14-16,2011.

... "Since the first time our class 8 of 2010 told us about
their experience at the Education Center we could not
wait to get to class 8 because we were green.with envy.
We were greatly humbled by the affectionate reception
from your members of staff ... without forgetting

the dog. Atfirst we were terrified of him because of B
size but we later learned how friendly he was and we
fell in love with him.

After a while we were issued with questionnaires by
the wardens and we were divided into six groups each
with a leader where our skills were put to the test. From
the lectures, we were taught about a man who had a
passion for conservancy of the environment and the

wildlife at large, an actor by the name of William Holden.

He fell in love with the beautiful scenery in Kenya and
the rich wildlife, and since his passion was for conser=
vation, he captured the endangered species and re-
located them to the game ranch. This gesture made him
stand out because as other hunters were doing it for fun
or for sport, his kind of hunting was for a good cause
which was conservation.

In conservation of the environment, we were taught
alternative sources of energy such-as using blogas,
briguettes made from dung balls (animal waste), saw
dust and a little water instead of firewood and charcoal,
which are harmful to the environment due to defores-
tation. We also learned about solar panels which the
Education Center uses to heat water for use by their
workers and visitors.

We loved the library, which had a lot of materials for
us to read and learn moré on environmental conser-
vation. We also enjoyed watching the documentaries on

how, "The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust™ rescues them
and nurses them and |ater releases them to the wild, We
also had a laugh when we saw how drunk some animals
could get after savoring the Amarula tree.

We later had a game drive ... we were overjoved when
we started seelng wildlife str&a-mlng from every corner ..

%, “awe saw different kinds of animals like the zebras and we

e astonished to learn that there are albino Zebras ..

€ dlso 5aw a llama, a camel look-alike which is shn_rter
than the camel and is from Chile ... others were gazellas,
waterbucks, buffalo, warthog, and our favourite was the
mountain Bongos ...

We were challenged on how to use other ways that help
in conservation of power like using solar panels ... we also
learned how to build a charcoal fridge which kept things
cool and fresh using locally available, cheap materials. We
could not get enough of all the new knowledge that was
bestowed upon us and by the end of the tour we had
acquired engugh to last us a lifetime ... our attitudes have
greatly changed in the way we perceive our environment
and our wildlife, We hope some of us, if not all, will be the
William Holden's of our generation.

The Education Center i & resource for the community,
teaching ways of conserving our forests by mobilizing the
people to plant trees, which they get from the Center's
nursery. They challenged us to keep on planting more
trees ... and we plan to mobilize the whole school to bring
a seedling for the same cause,

We cannot thank you enough for making our stay a
memorable one and for all the knowledge that the guides
bestowed upon us and the beautiful memoaries that will

' young elephants who were orphaned at an early age and (ast for a lifetime. May our good God highly bless you all.®

Submitted by: Esther Wairimu Kanyi, Gitugi Girl's High School, Kangema on June 2, 2011.

.. "When [ visited the Willlam Holden Wildlife Education
Center with other members of the wildlife club from our
school (Gitugl Girls' High Schoaol); 1 was personally
amazed by the environment there, The compound was
very clean and quiet, and I found the life that 1 wish to
live. First, T went through an education session whera 1
learned varous methods of conserving the environment,
and the-importance of not desl:rngmg it and its wildlife.

What annoyed me most s the death of the white
rhing (Esl? Mama). When [ heard about the story, I
almost shed tears, [ felt that I lost something important
in my life. 1 had a feeling like I lost my real mother. This
Is because I consider the life of an animal like that of a
human being. This pain plerced my heart like a sharp
object because 1 didn't get to see the rhino with its
beautiful horns. It is 56 ironic that the government,
which should be in the forefront of curbing poaching, is
the one which is encouraging it.

How 1 wish that the government would unite with
private ranch owners to conserve the environment! But
the government of Kenya views that private ranch
owners conserve the environment for their own benefit.
They should understand that the environment i con-
served to benefit all living organisms no matter who
owns the conservation centers, Campaigns should be
undertaken when the government behaves in 2 way that

Is exploiting the majority. People should not always
follow the majority and seniors, since they are not
always right. I feel liké | can conduct a fundraising effort
o ansure that another white rhino is brought ta the
game ranch, I feel the loneliness that the remaining
white rhino |s experiencing ... can you imagine how you
would feel when your family is attacked and kllled,
leaving only you to survive? That's how 1 feel when I
remember the late rhino and the remaining one with
bullets sEill in its body.

My suggestion is that the export of ivory and tusks
should be banned completely in Kenya. More than that;
strict measures should be taken in order to curb the
great disaster that is poaching. Strict procedures should
be followed when & tusk or harn is seen or found ... this
will ensure that the great disaster will cease completely.

1 promise to work hard to achleve my goal of

becoming a wildlife manager because nothing is better
than working In that position. I wish to Inspire my fellow
youths who are living in ignorance about the importanca
of wildlife conservation. I will play an important role in
putting all the ideas [ have learned at the Education
Center into practice, since wildlife is key to the web of life.
In the future, I hope to become like William Holden and
save wildlife for future generations-... [ know 1 can make
it, since he himsealf & it! H



he Global Footprint Network's preliminary
2011 cabeulations on climate change shows
we are now using natural resources at a rate
that would take between 1.3 and 1.5 planets to
sustainably support. Their reseanch shows us on
frack to require the resources of teo Earths well
before mid-century, Getting to those resources ALY
dismips more carbon into the atmosphere, the main f
contributor to climate change. Yet, for all the talk of
govemmient budget deficits and calls forausterity. -
across the globe, woehally little serious attention has
been pald to this potentially catastrophic ecological
deficit, not to mention its attendant human and

I mﬁfmnm on whether climate change |5
is man-made or a natural cycle, the consequences |
are the same, and scientific calculations based on
human activity cannot be denled.

In recent pofls, the number of Americans who
befieve gobal waming is real and must be urgently
addeessed has fallen from upwards of T0% to around
52%. During the recent financial downtums, Amer-
cans have turned away from environmental contems
and out of necessity have focused mare on thedr
personal secunty. Washington seems ta be mare
concemad with politics than goveming. and leadership for incentivizing green
industry and private citizens indtiatives has faltared. Can we afford to ignore the
many changes.a wamming planet brings with it rather than Investing in innova-
thve, renewable fuel sources and the infrastmecture to camy us Into the futune?
Please conshder the following facts as you ponder ths question,

Planet Earth's climats systam incdudes a great deal of natural varability, and
fluctuations have abways been part.of the Earth"s 4.6 billion-year history. How-
ever, ower the past century changes in concantrations of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere are of an unprecedented rate and magnitude., The greenhouse
effect is a process by which thermal radiation from a planetary surface is ab-
sorbed by atmaspheric gresnhouss gasés, and is then re-radiated in all direc-
tions. Since part of this re-radiation is hack toward the planet, énergy is trans-
ferred to the surface and the bower atmosphene, instead of imto space. Asa
result, the temperature at the surface is highes than it would be if the only
warming mechanism wene dinect heating by solar radiation,

Since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, the buming of fossil fuels has
added to the increase af carbon dicadde in the atmospheare from 2E0ppm (parts

pwmllhn]mﬂ!ﬂwmidﬁmem uptake of a large portion of the emissions
through various natural * sinks” . Sinks consist of the systems that are invohved
I the carbon cycle through t Slrculation of carbon through the planet’s
peeans, troposphare, geosphere and atmosphere and reused throughout the

biosphere by its organisms. Trees and other green plants comvert carbon diowide

Into carbohydrates during photosynthesis, rebeasing oxygen in the process.

Im adiditbon to what we pump into the atmaosphere, carbom is redeased
through the natural decomposition of arganic materal as well a5 through phe-
pomana such as volcanic eruptions. Other atmosphanic gases containing car-
bon are methane and chlenofluorocarbons (a human imention.)

s a result of the increase in greenhouse gases, the panet has wanmed one
degres Celsius (33.8 degrees Farenheit]) since pré-industrial times, Climate
scientists have placed 350ppm a5 the gobal maximum emisshons target in
ardar to avert further warming and the imeversible, devastating planetary
changes their computar models indicate will accompany it. It should be noted
that thus far, many of the changes now in evidence far excead what the
compater models have predicted,

Whie a shilt of a few degrees s barely noticeabie to human skin, an average
increass of one degnee across the entine surface of the earth can bring huge
changes in climatic extremes. For every one degres C rise in temperature, the
amount of moksture that the atmosphere can hold rises by 7 pencent. Obwioushy,
mioge malsture means the potential for mose raln (or snow.) When the atmo-
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The Carbon Cycle

* sphare cools enough for vapar to condense inta liquid, it rains. The energy

genarated through condensation can alsd boost a stom s stréngth.Becausa

greenhouse gases disnapt the efficiency of the coaling process, sclentists have
found that this addes moksture has Increased precipitation events only 2 or 3

percent, but that more precipitation is to fall in these events.

Because no weather event can be directly 1o global waming,
schentists ook for trends in temperature of precipitation data that provide
evidence of overall changis in climate. When such changes an found, it
becomes possibla to cabculate how much climate changa has contributed to
any extreme events that occur n those areas. Forinstance, global warming
may not have caused Humcane Katrina in 2005, but researchers have been
able to aszess the amount of additsonal rain and wind i contribubed to that
which pummehed the states on the Gulf of Mexioo, It leads one to wander,
coubd that extra imch or twa of rain and additional wind force have made the
ditferenica in whether the levess hefd in New Oreans?

Awamming planet also alters the global circulation of air cuments, which is
one way weather systems move around the planet (along with ocean cuments,
the earth"s rotation and magnetic fleld and flecteations in alr pressure),

Without the sun, the earth would have no weather at all. It causes convection
in the atmasphiers and ocsan, producing winds and ocsan cuments, which, in
tum, affect weather (the atmospheric conditions at a specific time and place)
and climate {long-term weather patterns affecting a specific region.) The
greater the pressure differemces. between a low-pressure area and a high-
pressure anes, the stronger the winds.

The sun biats the moist air at the equator, and as the hat alrdses, it
rebeases most of the malsture in the form of tropical rain. The diry adr ks then
pushed toward the poles, until it descends agakn in the subrtropic areas. In the
northem hemisphere, it descends on the Baja, Califiomia peninsula, This cir-
culatory pattem Is called a Hadley cell, and it impacts trade winds, the jet
sftream, and desertification.

As the plamet warms, this dry air stays aloft farther north before making Its
descent, moving starms with it. This “future™ expansbon of the Hadley cell pre-
dictad by computer modals is happening now, at levels that surpass the fore-
casts. This means even drier conditions for the southwestem LS. and the
Mediterranean reghon, and wetter conditions further north. This expansion
may atso explain 2011°5 recond-breaking snowtalls in areas of the UK and
the U.5. unaccustomed to such events, and the state of Minnesota becoming
#1 in tornado farmation over the states historcatly known to occupy
“tomada alley.”




While climate change may not create the extrems weaather events the
pianet expariences, research suggests it exacerbates them, both in terms of
Intensity and frequency. As one schentist for the U.S. National Oceandc and
Atmeospheric Adminsstration (NOAA) pist it, “weather throws the punches, bt
climate trains the boner.”
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particular, by the pastoral peoples of Kenya, tribsal rivalries aver
diminizhing natural mmmmamhrmmmrmumﬂ
their centuries-ald way of life.

Floods and droagits in East Africa am often unlaashed by far-away events
im thee tropical Pacific ecean - the wanmm El Hm{uﬂmmmmw
bast marginal winds) or cood La Nifa (which brings marginal rainfall and
stronger winds) phases of the E] Nifkw-Southem Mlmﬂiﬂisﬂ}.mm
OCean temperationes play #n important role in diving hydr-climate change
in this yulnerable region. A catastrophic drought is cumently weaking havos
in widie regions of Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia, alfecting food security and
putting millicns of peopbe in urgent need of assistance, Scientists have
attributed the severs drying to La Nifia conditions that prevailed from June
2010 ko May 2011 in the Pacific.

Turkana and Poliot semi-nomadic pastoralists ane intimately famdliar with
thesa recurring pattems in Kenya, which manifests in a situational know-
ledge of where to move for specific needs, such as where to graze herds,
collect medicinal plants of to take refuge from rustiers and bandits, Moves
are planmed aocording to the availability of pasture, waler and trees, sreas of
insecurity, and market opportanities.

When herds die and crops fail, pastoralists have nothing to sell to buy food
and people starve, Turkana pastoralists are now destitute and heavily
dapendent on food aid. The elderty are hardest hit by the drought. The strong
mien and youth have migrated into neighboring countries in search of pasture
and water for thelr remaining livestock. Conflicts over what tthe fertile land
remaing have also resulted in the deaths of women and children. Recant
fash floods in nortiwest Kenya are hampering the delivery of emergency
redief ald to thousands of pastoralist families.

East Pokol, with a population of over 300,000 people wha rely on relief
food, ks the most affected. Almostall of the roads to whese the relief food is
stored are unnavigable. Bridges have been swept away, préventing the
distribution of food to remols parts of East Pokol.

Flash floods in Turkana further north have made transporting aid supplies
wvery difficulit and expensie, Tarkana has recorded high malnutrition
rates, Water levels have dropped, but large trucks with heavy goods cannot

accommaodate almaost 400,000, mostly living in makeshift tents, i has
become the third largest setthement In Kenya, after the capital Mairobi and
the port city of Mombasa, The Kenyan government is opening a fourth
camp at the site in an attempt to deal with the daily onrush of neady 2,000
additional refugees fleaing the famine and the violence of civil war in
Somalia. Though many govemmental aid agencies and NGOs are working
fisriously to provide the food and medical aid such & mass exodis requines,
they barely make a dent in the need, consideding that over 10 million
people are at risk of stanvation on the confinent.

it wiill ey get worse, near-tenm, because the climate ks becoming a mis-
tresx harsher than what we alive today can conceive. Mitigating the
effiects, much bess reversing them, will take not only the political will but

= money, and lots of it, The Fony Bes in the fact that we are In this crisls

because of the centuries humans kv pursied wealth by any means
necessary, befieving that the world's natural resources ane something fo
be exploited rather than nurtured and protected,

Over 98% of climate scientists are in agreement that if we don'{ Lake
bald action, and soon, we may well succeed in rendering the planet
uninhabitable within a generation or twa.

Just how bad will it get? Scientists predict that if the earth wams two
degrees Centigrade, we can probably say goodbye to the Greenland ke
sheet, which also means Mew York"s Manhattan Island, Miami, and New
Orleans will be inundated. The Arctic, already wanming at twice the rate
of other places on the earth, will be ice-free In summers. Without the
ice to reflact solar radiation back into space, the planet will warm
further, relaasing even mone carbon dioxdde (mto the atmosphare. Worse
still, the fromen arctic tunda’s perm afrast will melt, releasing stores of
mithane safisty bocksd away for millions of vears. Methans is about 20
times more of a wamming agent than carbon diozide, and it's flammabde,
a3 has been proven by residents, in argas of heavy use of the hydraulic
fracturing method of natural gas mining, who can light their well water
with a match. Glaciers, the fresh water sounce for billions of peaple, will
melt as well, setting off fresh water wars between nations and individuals.

Are you willlng to become an engaged citizen and demand that your
govemment take appropriate measures to address these problems?

The population of the workd i 7 billion, and estimated to raisato 9
billiom in 20 years. How long can we fail 1o recognize that our planet, as
Buckminster Fuller reminded ws, is our spaceship, and our spaceship
pianet aarth needs our attention ... if not us, then who?

actess the roads in affected areas. Ald agencies have been fonced to uss
vehicles which can only carry small laads of food, increasing deflvery
costs. The prognosis for the 2011 long rains is not promising - below-
nanmal radns are anticipated In drought -affected pastoral kwlands.
Food insecurity & anticipated to substantially ise due to the impacts

of the poor long rains. The United Mations predicts that heightened
food prices, rapidly-depleting grazing resources, an expected increass
in heman conflicts, and Ekely upticks in livestock and water-bome
diseases could sevenaly accentuate food insecurity for pastorad and
marginal agricultural howseholds.

When major drought affected the Hom of Africa about omce aﬂm&de.
the pastoralists knew to store up enough food and grain durng the lush
years to pet them through the lean ones, In the recent past, such perods
of drought Increased in frequency (o every five years, and mone recently
to every twi years.

This gives pastoralists precious lithe time to recover from one disaster
before another ensues. While non-govemmental organizations ane
working to broker a peace agreement between the Turkot and Potok
{wiha"ve fowght for generations aver the anea's resources), the evan
greater conflict on Kenya"s eastern border with Somalia has ereated
8 humanitarian crisis of biblical proportion. As we've previoasly
reported in these pages, the three refugee camps in Dabaad, Kemya,

hllthhmmnmlnmﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂpmh.mmmm




angari Muta Maathai, a Kenyan
environmental and political activist,
lost a courageous battle with cancer
on September 25, 2011 at the age

of 71. In the 1970s, Maathai founded the Green
Belt Movement, an environmental non-govern-
mental organization focused on the planting of
trees, natural resource cnnsewation and
women's rights. p e
In 2004, she became the ﬂrs!: Afﬁcan woman
and the f‘rst environmentalist to receive the
MNobel Peace Prize for “her contribution to sus-
tainable development, democracy and peace.”
The Nobel committee’s announcement of the
prize read, in part:"Maathai stood up courage-
ously against the former oppressive regime in
Kenya. Her unique forms of action have contri-
buted to drawing attention to political oppression— nation-
ally and internationally. She has served as an inspiration
for many in the fight for democratic rights and has
especially encouraged women to better their situation.”
Born into poverty on April 1, 1940, she received her
early schooling from the Kenya public schools until she was

T P e,

11 years old, when she attended St. Cecilia's Intermediate. -

Primary School, a Catholic boarding school in Nyeri, where
she became fluent in English and converted to Catholicism.
In 1959, she graduated first in her class from Loreto-
Limuru, Kenya's only Catholic high school for girls. Though
she had planned to attend the University of East Africa in
Kampala, Uganda, the end of the colonial period in East
Africa was fast approaching, and Kenyan politicians were
proposing ways to make education in Western nations
available to promising Kenyan students.

In September of 1960, Maathai became one of approxi-
mately three hundred Kenyans to study at American uni-
versities. She received her-Bachelor of Science in biology
from Mt. Scholastica College (now Benedictine College) in
Atchison, Kansas in 1964, and was admitted to the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh for graduate work in biology, completing
those studies in January 1966 with a Master of Science
degree in Biological Sciences. She was then appointed as a
research assistant:tp a professor of zoology at University
College of Nairobi. HGWEVEr when she arrived for her new
job, she was told that her position had been given to
someone else. She attributed this to gender and tribal bias.

Professor Reinhold Hofmann, from the University of Gies-
sen in Germany, offered her a job as a research assistant
at the School of Veterinary Medicine at University College
of Nairobi. In 1967, at the urging of Professor Hofmann,
she traveled to the University of Giessen in pursuit of a
doctorate. She studied both at Giessen and the University
of Munich. In the spring of 1969, she returned to Nairobi to
continue her studies at the University College of Nairobi as
an assistant lecturer. She also married and became preg-
nant with the first of her three children later that year. In
1971 she became the first Eastern African woman to
receive a Ph.D., when she was granted a Doctorate of
Anatomy from the University College of Nairobi.

She continued to teach at the university, becoming a

senior lecturer in Anatomy in 1974, chair of the Department

n of Veterinary Anatomy in 1976 and assaciate professor in

1977. She was the first womanappointed to any of
these positions in Nairobi.

She also became involved in many civic volunteer
organizations, such as the Kenya Association of Univer-
sity Women and the National Council of Kenyan Women
(NCKW), and it was through her invelvement with these
organizations and the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme that she realized that at the heart of most of
Kenya's problems lies environmental degradation. In
1974, Maathai used her husband’s successful run for
Parliament to showcase her ideas of environmental
restoration to provide jobs. This led to the founding of
Envirocare Ltd., a business that promoted the planting
of trees to conserve the environment, involving ordinary
people in the process, It was then she planted her first
tree nursery, Funding problems sank the effort, but
Maathai kept trying.

When her husband initiated a messy divorce, she
fought back by running against him for his seat in the
Parliament. Though she lost the race, she'd found her
calling as a fiercely outspoken activist. On World Envir-
onment Day in 1977, the Maathai and the NCWK plan-
ted seven trees in honor of historical community leaders.
This was the first "Green Belt" planted by what became
the Green Belt Movement, an environmental group that
restores indigenous forests and assists rural women by
paying them to plant trees in their communities. It has
since planted over 30 million trees in Kenya, provided
work for tens of thousands of women, and been repli-
cated in dozens of other African countries.

In January 2002, Maathai returned to teaching at
Yale University's School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. Upon her return to Kenya six months later,
Maathai ran for a seat in Parliament, winning with over
98% of the votes, and served as Assistant Minister for
Environment and Natural Resources in the government
of President Mwai Kibaki from Jan. 2003 to Nov. 2005,
_ Maathai was one of the founders of The Nobel
Women's Initiative along with sister Nobel laureates
representing North and South America, Europe, the
Middle East and Africa.

Kenya and the world have lost a tireless advocate for
economic justice, environmental preservation, and
women's rights.



brothers in ages past. In spite of the folk _ '
lore, Bonobos are hunted as bush meat.  herbiitlan i
The illegal bush meat trade acts in concert "‘"‘“."""'::""
with deforestation, both of which are o by
rampant in the DRC. If not for their : '
isolation by the Congo River thelast ‘_ “
remaining population of Bonobo would :

not exist. ~ L .

Poachers find Bonobos easy to catch ‘ 5
once they become intoxicated by the lure B é i
of beer and palm wine. Once inebriated, .
the dazed Bonobos are stuffed into bags Vs
and taken to market, which they fetch
roughly $200 per animal and are destined
to be served as meals at high-end
restaurants in the city.

What was in 1984 a population of over
100,000 Bonobos, has dwindled to less
than 5,000 according to Ino Guabini, a
World Wildlife Fund primatologist. That's over 4,000 per year!

If humans allow our closest relatives to go extinct, we have failed as a species. The main problem with
saving the Bonobo is that, unlike the common chimp and the mountain gorilla, there are no big, well-
funded efforts to save them. Little of their territory is protected and no big names, like Dian Fossey ar
Jane Goodall, have ever worked to save them. So although they still have a larger population than the
critically endangered mountain gorilla, little is being done to protect them, so their population is
declining far faster than anyone previously imagined.

The world's only sanctuary for orphaned Bonobos; Lola ya Bonobo, was founded in 1994 by Claudine
Andre. Since 2002, the sanctuary has been located at Les Petites Chutes de la Lukaya, just outside of
Kinshasa in the DRC. Lola va Bonobo means 'paradise for Bonobos' in Lingala, the main language of
Kinshasa, and it is "home"” to nearly 60 Bonobos who live in 30 hectares (approx. 75 acres) of forest.

The sanctuary plays a critical role by providing a living example of the level of humane treatment and
environment that captive apes deserve, The sanctuary also protects wild Bonobos because it provides a
place for wildlife and law enforcement officials to surrender animals seized during the enforcement of
domestic and international conservation laws aimed at preventing the trade in live Bonobos. It also acts
as a mouthpiece for conservation efforts in DRC by educating thousands of Congolese visitors each year
about the value of Congo's natural history, and, in particular, the Bonobo, a unique Congolese treasure,

We urge you to discover more information on the wonderful world of Bonobos by going to
www.lolayabonobo.org.
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